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A very useful book for reference is the geographical dictionary Li tai t% li cki yun pien kin shi, in which ancient and modern names of places m China proper, Manchuria, and Mongolia are arranged according to a system, under about 1600 characters. The identifications of ancient names of places in this work are quite reliable, for the author of it has drawn his information from the geographical sections of the Chinese dynastic histories, where the successive changes of the names are noticed. About twelve years ago a new edition of this dictionary with historical maps was published. K Biot published in 1842 a " Dictionnaire des Noms anciens et modernes des Villes et Arrondissements de TEmpire chinois," but his book is too incomplete for exact and detailed researches.